[The plasma anion gap is a useful tool for evaluating children with metabolic acidosis].
Metabolic acidosis occurs frequently in hospitalized children. The causes are many and often apparent from the history and physical examination. However, if the aetiology is unclear, the plasma anion gap is a useful tool for evaluating patients with metabolic acidosis. In this case report we describe two children in which the aetiology to the metabolic acidosis was unknown, one with normal anion gap who was diagnosed with renal tubular acidosis, and one with increased anion gap acidosis due to D-lactic acidosis.